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Attorneys for Plaintiffs Matanuska-Susitna Borough and Michael Brown
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MICHAEL BROWN, being first duly sworn upon oath, depose and state as

follows:

I am over the age of 18 and have personal knowledge of the information1.©

set forth herein.

I am a resident of Palmer, Alaska within the Matanuska-Susitna Borough2.

(“MSB”). According to the Final Plan adopted by the Alaska Redistricting Board, my

residence lies within District 29.
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3. I currently serve as the Manager of the MSB. The Manager is the chief

administrative officer of the MSB, and is responsible for the proper administration of

all MSB affairs and implementation of MSB policy as established by the Assembly.

4. On September 7, 2021, the MSB Assembly authorized submittal of a

proposed plan to the Alaska Redistricting Board (“Board”). ARB005973-
ARB005974. Therein, the MSB Assembly recognized the target district population

based on the 2020 Census, and therefore based on such Census, the Borough is entitled

to 5.84 district house seats. As the Manager, I was directed to develop and present a

proposed plan that allocated the MSB six house districts, partnering with the Denali

Borough to minimize districts that cross other Borough boundaries.2
is.Pill
“illspmlliilm*

5. On September 14, 2021,1 submitted written testimony to the Board.

ARB005969. That written testimony included a proposed plan, but also provided

notice to the Board that the MSB was amenable to the Board’s adopted proposed plan

version 2.*
6. The MSB notified the Board that if population was to be gathereds

outside of the Borough, that the MSB desired the same to occur to the east where the

district does not extend into a separate municipality or other political boundary.

7. On October 25, 2021, 1 provided verbal testimony to the Board in

Palmer. ARB002011. In my testimony I reiterated the desire of the MSB to be

partnered with the Denali Borough.
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The MSB proposed a plan that incorporated the entirety of the MSB, the8.

Denali Borough, reaching only just outside the MSB to create an eastern district along

the Glenn Highway.

9. I highlighted to the Board that partnering with Valdez would fail to meet

with the constitutional requirements, as it would only be taking from the MSB to make

another district whole, not considering the interests of the individuals residing in the

MSB.

10. Asa resident of District 29, my area has been included with Valdez.

Therefore, unlike my neighbors in District 25 who get to vote with their fellow Palmer

residents, 1 am combined with residents from Valdez with wholly different socio-2e* economics. Thus residents with vastly different priorities dilute my vote and

Siilist!I||ll

representation.

In House District 29 as included in the Final Plan, the portions of the11.

MSB combined with Valdez share no social concerns, political needs, are
R

geographically divided, culturally and historically distinct, have no transportation

links, and no shared economic activities. This District ignores logical, municipal, and

natural boundaries.

12. The MSB is the railbelt. We are on the road system and do not serve as

a coastline community. This unlike Valdez who is a coastline community and relies

heavily on their maritime economics and infrastructure. For instance, where Valdez

has a significant interest in the marine highway system, the MSB has little to none.
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13. Like our neighbors to the north in the Denali Borough, we border on the 

Parks Highway.  Recreation and tourism interests are shared between our two 

Boroughs.  Being coupled with the Denali Borough provides for districts that are 

contiguous and compact, and because each Borough is socio-economically integrated, 

the resulting districts are socio-economically integrated.   

14. The United States census data demonstrates that over the past 30 years, 

the population in the MSB has steadily increased.  In 1990, Alaska had a population of 

550,043 residents with 39,683 residents residing in the MSB.  In 2000, Alaska had a 

population of 626,932 residents, with 59,332 residents residing in the MSB, 

representing 26 percent of the statewide population growth.  In 2010, Alaska had a 

population of 710,231 residents, with 88,995 residents residing in the MSB, 

representing 36 percent of the statewide population growth.  In 2020, Alaska had a 

population of 733,391 residents, with 107,081 residents residing in the MSB, 

representing 78 percent of the statewide population growth.   

15. The Board’s Final Plan creates seven House districts statewide that are 

overpopulated by over 2% deviation over the ideal quotient, and five of the seven 

districts are in the MSB. Furthermore, the districts in the MSB in total have a nearly 

14% aggregate overpopulation for an area that accounted for 78% of the State’s total 

population growth in the past decade whereas Anchorage was underpopulated by an 

aggregate 10% deviation for a community that lost population over the past decade. 

The Mat-Su Borough has consistently grown for over 40 years and this growth will 



very likely continue into the foreseeable future. Therefore, my vote is further diluted

given the significant overpopulation of each District that sits within the MSB.

FURTHER YOUR AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.

IAAA -Michael Brown

day oflhftlimteO'Z^atSUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this 3Anchorage, Alaska.
?(XlW\£A

Notary Public in and for Alaska
My Commission Expires: —Official Seal

STATE OF ALASKA
Notary Public

Kelly Beatriz
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5th
January, 2022

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned certifies that on this day
, a true and correct copy of

the foregoing document was served via Email to:
of

SCHWABE WILLIAMSON & WYATT
Matthew Singer, Esq.
msinger@schwabe.com
aginter@schwabe.com
lbaxter@schwabe.com
ktanner@schwabe.com
i huston@schwabe.com

BIRCH HORTON BITTNER & CHEROT
Holly Wells, Esq.
William D. Falsey, Esq.
Zoe A. Danner, Esq.
Mara Michaletz, Esq.
hwells@bhb.com
wfalsev@bhb.com
zdanner@bhb.com
mmichaletz@bhb.com
tevans@bhb.com
pcrowe@bhb.com
tmarshall@bhb.com

ASHBURN & MASON, P.C.
Eva R. Gardner, Esq.
erg@anchorlaw.com
mike@anchorlaw.com
ben@anchorlaw.com
sarah@anchorlaw.com
heidi@anchorlavv.com

SONOSKY, CHAMBERS, SACHSE, MILLER &
MONKMAN, LLP
Nathaniel Amdur-Clark, Esq.
Whitney A. Leonard, Esq.
Nathaniel@sonoskv.net
Whitnev@sonoskv.net

BRENA, BELL & WALKER, P.C.
Robin O. Brena, Esq.
Jake W. Staser, Esq.
Laura S. Gould, Esq.
Jon S. Wakeland, Esq.
rbrena@brenalaw.com
lgould@brenalaw.com
iwakeland@brenalaw.com
istaser@brenalaw.com
mhodsdon@brenalaw.com
mnardin@brenalaw.com
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STATE OF ALASKA- ATTORNEY GENERAL S OFFICE
Thomas Flynn, Esq.
thomas.flvnn@alaska.gov
chervl ,burghart@alaska.gov
anc.law.ecf@alaska.gov

/s/ Shaunalee Nicholsw
Legal Assistant
Holmes Weddle & Barcott, P.C.C
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